
What is a Rain Garden? 
 
 
A rain garden is a garden which takes advantage of rainfall and stormwater runoff in its design 
and plant selection. Usually, it is a small garden which is designed to withstand the extremes of 
moisture and concentrations of nutrients, particularly Nitrogen and Phosphorus, that are found in 
stormwater runoff. Rain gardens are sited ideally close to the source of the runoff and serve to 
slow the stormwater as it travels downhill, giving the stormwater more time to infiltrate and less 
opportunity to gain momentum and erosive power.  
 
For general information go to: 
  
 http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design/
 
For templates and plant material lists go to:  
 
 http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design/templates.htm
 
For site assessment and design specifications go to:  
 
 http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/raingarden_design/how2designraingarden.htm
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